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            Photo Manipulation Public Relations Ethics Photo Manipulation is the act of changing a photograph or video to have a different appearance than it had in its original form. Sometimes, this is perfectly acceptable. Newspapers and magazines crop, enlarge, lighten, and darken photos as a regular professional practice. But if this kind of ‘altering’ of an image would change the public’s perception of “reality,” then we must question whether the manipulation is ethically acceptable. Two scholars, Tom Wheeler and Tim Gleason, have developed a test for photo manipulation acceptability. Here it is: The Wheeler-Gleason Test for Photo-Manipulation Acceptability 1. The viewfinder test. Is this what the photographer saw in the viewfinder? 2. The photo processing test. Are the changes routine, and not affecting overall content? (Cropping, color correction, sizing, etc.) 3. The technical credibility test. Is it obvious to anyone the photo has been altered, and that the change was made to enhance visual effect? (e.g., a flying s) 4. The clear implausibility test. Is the photographed image something that could not occur in reality? (e.g., a photo of the Eiffel Tower wearing a sombrero) A “news” photo image should be able to pass all four elements of the test. A “public relations” or “promotions” photo may not need to pass, however. Every situation is different. Why is this all important for PR writers? Because you must think VISUALLY as well as linguistically as you create materials to promote ideas, people, and products. If audience members feel “fooled” then you may have a PR problem on your hands! Wheeler, T. HJ. (2002). Phototruth or photofiction: Ethics and media imagery in the digital age. Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. 
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Photo Manipulation Public Relations Ethics
 Photo Manipulation is the act of changing a photograph or video to have a different appearance
 than it had in its original form. Sometimes, this is perfectly acceptable. Newspapers and
 magazines crop, enlarge, lighten, and darken photos as a regular professional practice. But if this
 kind of ‘altering’ of an image would change the public’s perception of “reality,” then we must
 question whether the manipulation is ethically acceptable.
 Two scholars, Tom Wheeler and Tim Gleason, have developed a test for photo manipulation
 acceptability. Here it is:
 The Wheeler-Gleason Test for Photo-Manipulation Acceptability
 1. The viewfinder test.
 Is this what the photographer saw in the viewfinder?
 2. The photo processing test.
 Are the changes routine, and not affecting
 overall content?
 (Cropping, color correction, sizing, etc.)
 3. The technical credibility test.
 Is it obvious to anyone the photo has been altered, and that the change was made
 to enhance visual effect?
 (e.g., a flying s)
 4. The clear implausibility test.
 Is the photographed image something that could not occur in reality?
 (e.g., a photo of the Eiffel Tower wearing a sombrero)
 A “news” photo image should be able to pass all four elements of the test.
 A “public relations” or “promotions” photo may not need to pass, however.
 Every situation is different.
 Why is this all important for PR writers? Because you must think VISUALLY as well as
 linguistically as you create materials to promote ideas, people, and products.
 If audience members feel “fooled” then you may have a PR problem on your hands!
 Wheeler, T. HJ. (2002). Phototruth or photofiction: Ethics and media imagery in the digital age.
 Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.
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Below are some examples of photo manipulation…
 Five presidents at the Richard Nixon funeral in 1994 –
 LEFT- The original view (position of the subjects when the photo was taken)
 RIGHT- the “manipulated” result for Bob Woodward’s book
 The former first ladies were digitally removed from the photo
 so that the photo would only show “Five Presidents.”
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Hafner, K. (2004, March 11). The camera never lies, but the software can. New York Times, p. E1
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