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Basics

A.  What sections are included on the test?

A multiple choice section of a free response section.

B.  How long is the test?

Approximately 3 hours and 15 minutes long.C.  When and
where is the test?

The test is on May 11th in the school that you currently
attend.

D.  When must you register?

Your counselors will inform you on registration dates. On the
year of 2016 the

registration deadline was on March 4th.

E.  How is your score calculated?

The multiple choice section is worth 45% while the free response
section is 55%

of the final exam grade. Students receive 1 point for each
correct answer and are

 penalized a quarter point for incorrect responses. The
essays are scored on a 0-9

scale; both of these scores are combined for a final grade
between 1 and 5.F.  What constitutes a “passing”
score? 

Any score from 3-5 is considered passing.

G.  Where can someone go to find out if their college will
accept AP tests in lieu of

college courses?

College websites will typically have a list of the AP courses
that they will take; a

visit to the college itself or a call will also be able to
provide information of the

college’s AP acceptance. College board website will also
provide this information

H.  Basic testing advice:

  Become familiar with the way questions will be asked.

  Take practice tests.

  Read the passages first.

  Read the questions thoroughly.

  Use process of elimination.

  Skip difficult questions.

  Guess if you don’t know an answer.

  Don’t stress out and remain calm.

  Analyze the essay prompt.

  Choose a side and stick to it during the essay.

  Create a thesis!

 

Use your resources!  Be specific with your examples.

  Plan out your essay.

  Pace yourself, k45 min per free response-question.
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Vocabulary

  Tropes

o  Metaphor- Figure of speech which makes an implied
comparison between two

things that are unrelated but share some common
characteristics.

 

Ex- “Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day”? William
Shakespeareo  Simile- Figure of speech that makes a comparison
between two different things.

  Ex- Her cheeks were as red as roses.

o  Metonymy- Figure of speech that replaces the name of a
thing with the name of

something else with which it is closely associated.

  Ex- “Crown” meaning power or authority 

o  Synecdoche- Literary device in which a part of something
represents the whole or

it may use a whole to represent a part.

  Ex- Using the term coke for all sodas

o  Personification- Giving human qualities to inanimate
objects

 Ex- The fire swallowed the entire field

o  Antanaclasis--repetition of a word in two different
senses

  Ex- We must, indeed, all hang together or, most
assuredly, we shall all

hang separately.

o  Syllepsis--use of a word understood differently in
relation to two or more other

words, which it modifies or governs

  Ex- He lost his coat and his temper.

o  Hyperbole--the use of exaggerated terms for the purpose
of emphasis or

heightened effect

  Ex-I am so hungry I could eat a horse

o  Rhetorical question--asking a question, not for the
purpose of eliciting an answer

 but for the purpose of asserting or denying something
obliquely

  “Are you stupid?” 

o  Irony--use of a word in such a way as to convey a
meaning opposite to the literal

meaning of the word

  Ex- “Oh great! Now you have broken my new
camera.” 

o  Onomatopoeia--use of words whose sound echoes the
sense

  Ex- splash

o  Oxymoron--the yoking of two terms which are ordinarily
contradictory

  Ex- Cruel kindness

o  Paradox--an apparently contradictory statement that
nevertheless contains a

measure of truth  Ex-I am nobody

o  Litotes--deliberate use of understatement

  Ex-The ice cream was not too bad

o  Anthimeria--the substitution of one part of speech for
another

  Ex-I could use a good sleep.
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  Schemes

o  Parallelism- Use of components in a sentence that are
grammatically the same, or

similar is sound, construction, or meaning.

  Ex- Like father, like son

o  Antithesis- The juxtaposition of contrasting ideas in
balanced phrases

 

Ex- Money is the root of all evils, poverty is the fruit of all
goodnesso  Chiasmus- Two or more clauses are balanced against
each other by the reversal of

their structures

  He told me he isn’t coming back. He’s not returning, he
said. 

o  Asyndeton- The omission of conjunctions between words,
phrases, or clauses

  Ex- I came. I saw. I conquered

o  Polysyndeton- the use, for rhetorical effect, of more
conjunctions than is

necessary or natural

  For my birthday, I want a party and money and presents
and a new phone.

o  Isocolon--similarity not only of structure but of
length

 

Ex-I came, I saw, I conquered.o  Anastrophe--inversion of
the natural or usual word order

  Ex- He spoke of times past and future, and dreamt of
things to be.

o  Parenthesis--insertion of some verbal unit in a position
that interrupts the normal

syntactical flow of the sentence

  Ex- the University of Georgia (UGA) is where my mom went
to school.

o  Apposition--placing side by side two co-ordinate
elements, the second of which

serves as an explanation or modification of the first

  Ex- My brother, Philip, works at the local museum.

o  Ellipsis--the deliberate omission of a word or of words
readily implied by the

context  Ex-So…what happened? 

o  Alliteration--repetition of initial or medial consonants
in two or more adjacent

words

  Ex-Peter Piper

o  Assonance--the repetition of similar vowel forms,
preceded and followed by

different consonants, in the stressed syllables of adjacent
words

  Ex-“Men sell the wedding bells.” 

o  Anaphora--repetition of the same word or group of words
at the beginning of

successive clauses

  Ex-“My life is my purpose. My life is my goal. My life is
my inspiration.” 

o 

Climax--arrangement of words, phrases, or clauses in an order of
increasing

importance

  Ex-A little girl has been looking for her lost dog. She
hears a bark coming

from around the corner, and she looks around to see . . .

o  Polyptoton--repetition of words derived from the same
root

  Ex-Love is not love

Which alters when it alteration finds,

Or bends with the remover to remove.
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Multiple Choice Section

  Question Stems

o  Content Questions

  Which of the following is the primary meaning of the
word_____ as it is

used in the passage?  Which of the following best
paraphrases lines_____?

  From the content, the reader can infer that ______
is…? 

  From the passage, we can infer all of the following would
be true

EXCEPT… 

  Which of the following best summarized the main
point?

o  Style Questions

  Lines _____ are based on which of the following?

  Which of the following best describes the diction and
style of the passage?

  The poem is best described as… 

 The imagery of the poem is characterized by… 

  The shift in point of view from ________ too _________
has the effect

of… 

o  Tone, Theme, Universal Implications

  The tone of the passage is… 

  The theme of the passage is… 

  What is the author’s attitude toward the
subject? 

  In the work the author is asserting that… 

  The speaker assumes that the audience’s attitude will be
that of… 

  The theme of the second paragraph involves which of the
following?

  Types of Included Passages

o 

Two prose passages

o  Two poetry passages

  Rules

o  Wrong answers on the AP test are not counted against
you. You are only counted on the

questions you get correct.

o  To access your AP scores you will need a College Board
account.

o  If you want to send your scores to colleges it will be a
fee of $15.

o  Colleges will only see your previous scores if you want
them to.

o  AP courses are for any student who is academically
prepared and motivated to take on

college level courses.

 

Advice for tackling the sectionso  Pace yourself

o  Review the sections to decide which passage and set of
questions to do first and

which to do last.

o  Read the selections, using different strategies for
poetry and for prose

o  Answer the questions.
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  Annotation Advice

o  Whether they are poetry or prose, first skim the passage
to get a general sense of

the major ideas and the writer’s purpose. 

o  Prose Passage- Scan the section and take only 30 seconds
to do so. Don’t worry

about details. Then concentrate and read the selection
carefully. Read for an

understanding of the main idea. Ask yourself what the author’s
purpose is inwriting and what is revealed about the subject. Make
predictions about

conclusions, and summarize important points and details.

o  Poetry Passage- Skim the poem for the general sense.
Then read it slowly, but do

not read it line by line. Read sentence by sentence, and then
phrase by phrase. Ask

yourself what the poem is trying to say. Then read the poem
again. Listen to the

rhythm and the rhyme. Pull the details together. If you do not
understand the

whole poem, do not spend any time on it.
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Sample Passages

Passage 1-This passage consists of excerpts from an essay
published in the 1940s.

It is the fate of actors to leave only picture postcards

 behind them. Every night when the curtain goes downthe
beautiful colored canvas is rubbed out. What

remains is at best only a wavering, insubstantial

 phantom — a verbal life on the lips of the
living.Ellen Terry was well aware of it. She tried herself,

overcome by the greatness of Irving as Hamlet and

indignant at the caricatures of his detractors, to

describe what she remembered. It was in vain. Shedropped her pen
in despair. “Oh God, that I were a 

writer!” she cried. “Surely a writer could not string 

words together about Henry Irving’s Hamlet and say 

nothing, nothing.” It never struck her, humble as she was,
and obsessed by her lack of book learning, that

she was, among other things, a writer. It never occurred

to her when she wrote her autobiography, or scribbled page
after page to Bernard Shaw late at night, dead

tired after a rehearsal, that she was “writing.” The

words in her beautiful rapid hand bubbled of her pen.With dashes
and notes of exclamation she tried to give

them the very tone and stress of the spoken word. It is

true, she could not build a house with words, one room

opening out of another, and a staircase connecting thewhole. But
whatever she took up became in her warm,

sensitive grasp a tool. If it was a rolling-pin, she made

 perfect pastry. If it was a carving knife, perfect
slicesfell from the leg of mutton. If it were a pen, words

 peeled of, some broken, some suspended in mid-air,

 but all far more expressive than the tapings of
the professional typewriter.

With her pen then at odds and ends of time she has

 painted a self-portrait. It is not an Academy
portrait,

glazed, framed, complete. It is rather a bundle of looseleaves
upon each of which she has dashed of a sketch

for a portrait — here a nose, here an arm, here a
foot,

and there a mere scribble in the margin. The sketches

done in different moods, from different angles,
sometimescontradict each other… . 

Which, then, of all these women is the real Ellen

Terry? How are we to put the scattered sketchestogether? Is she
mother, wife, cook, critic, actress,

or should she have been, after all, a painter? Each part

seems the right part until she throws it aside and plays
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another. Something of Ellen Terry it seems overflowed

1. What is the relationship between the two paragraphs in the
passage?

(A) The first paragraph describes strengths of a writer that
Carlyle exhibits, and the second

discusses his legacy.(B) The first paragraph surveys various
types of writers, and the second focuses on Carlyle.(C) The first
paragraph describes Carlyle’s critics, and the second depicts his
supporters. 

(D) The first paragraph considers who influenced Carlyle, and
the second lists those he

Influenced.(E) The first paragraph explains Carlyle’s major
ideas, and the second evaluates his predictions. 

2. Which of the following best represents the author’s intended
audience? 

(A) Individuals who are fairly well acquainted with Carlyle’s
writing (B) Readers who are having trouble understanding
Carlyle’s prose 

(C) Writers who hope to produce books that are like
Carlyle’s 

(D) Instructors looking for different ways to teach Carlyle(E)
Scholars seeking information about Carlyle’s personal
life 

3. Lines 5 –12 (“He is … noble action”) contrast 

(A) The acquisition of skills and the possession of aptitude(B)
The labor of reasoning and the exhilaration of acting

(C) The dissemination of knowledge and the cultivation of
intellectual and moral powers

(D) The traits of practical students and those of creative
thinkers(E) The benefits of learning and the rewards of
teaching

4. The author uses the phrase “On the same ground” (lines
12– 13) to set up a comparison

 between(A) The aims of mathematics and those of
education

(B) Conceptually powerful writers and exemplary educators

(C) Intellectual challenges faced by writers and those faced by
readers(D) The formulation of solutions and the identification of
problems

(E) Scientific writing and inspirational writing

5. On the basis of the first paragraph, Tomas Carlyle is best
characterized as a writer who is

(A) Ambitious, seeking to increase the number of people buying
his books

(B) Revolutionary, agitating his readers to adopt a radically
new worldview

(C) Charismatic, enticing his readers to support his views and
beliefs(D) Provocative, compelling his readers to reach their own
conclusions

(E) Masterful, overpowering his readers with a sense of awe and
veneration

6. The “acorns” (line 38) represent 

(A) Carlyle’s young children (B) Carlyle’s less prominent
contemporaries 

(C) Ideas in Carlyle’s books 

(D) Books written about Carlyle(E) Those who are critical of
Carlyle
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Passage 2-This passage is excerpted from a nonfiction book
published in the late twentieth century.

Climatologists speak of thunderstorms pregnantwith tornadoes,
storm-breeding clouds more than twice

the height of Mount Everest; they speak of funicular

envelopes and anvil clouds with pendant mammati andof thermal
instability of winds in cyclonic vorticity,of rotatory columns of
air torqueing at velocities up to

three hundred miles an hour (although no anemometer

in the direct path of a storm has survived), funnels thatcan
move over the ground at the speed of a strolling

man or at the rate of a barrel-assing semi on the turnpike;

they say the width of the destruction can be the

distance between home plate and deep center field andits length
the hundred miles between New York City

and Philadelphia. A tornado, although more violent

than a much longer lasting hurricane, has a lifemeasured in
minutes, and weathercasters watch it

snuff out as it was born: unnamed.

I know here a grandfather, a man as bald as if a

cyclonic wind had taken his scalp — something
witnessesclaim has happened elsewhere — who calls

twisters Old Nell, and he threatens to set crying

children outside the back door for her to carry of.People who
have seen Old Nell close, up under her

skirt, talk about her colors: pastel-pink, black, blue,

gray, and a survivor said this: All at once a big hole

opened in the sky with a mass of cherry-red, a yellowtinge in
the center, and another said: a funnel with

 beautiful electric-blue light, and a third person: It
was

glowing like it was illuminated from the inside. TheWitnesses
speak of shapes: a formless black mass, a

cone, cylinder, tube, ribbon, pendant, thrashing hose,

dangling lariat, writhing snake, elephant trunk. Theytell of
ponds being vacuumed dry, … chickens clean plucked 

from beak to bum, water pulled straight up

out of toilet bowls, … a wife killed after being
jerked 

through a car window, a child carried two miles and setdown with
only scratches, a Cottonwood Falls mother

(fearful of wind) cured of chronic headaches when a

twister passed harmlessly within a few feet of her

house, and, just south of Chase, a woman blown out ofher living
room window and dropped unhurt sixty feet

away and falling unbroken beside her a phonograph

record of “Stormy Weather. 
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1. The author develops the passage primarily through… 

(A) Accumulation of detail

(B) pro-and-con argument(C) Thesis followed by qualification

(D) Assertion supported by evidence

(E) Analysis of the ideas of other

2. The author is best described as… 

(A) A curious individual who seeks out diverse information from
a variety of sources

(B) A serious scientist who is determined to learn more about
the causes of these storms(C) An excited eyewitness who is too
distracted to fear for personal safety

(D) A confused novice who is unable to decide which claims are
accurate

(E) An ironic interpreter who comments on the failures and
follies of others

3. Compared with that of the rest of the passage, the diction of
lines 1 –8 (“Climatologists … 

survived”) is 

(A) Informal and straightforward(B) Technical and
specialized

(C) Subjective and impressionistic

(D) Speculative and uncertain

(E) Understated and euphemistic

4. The statement “although … survived” (lines 7– 8) is an
admission that

(A) Details about technical equipment are of interest only to
specialists(B) Some tornadoes are so powerful that scientists
cannot quantify them precisely

(C) Scientists have abandoned the effort to measure the wind
speed of tornadoes

(D) Predicting the path a tornado will take is extremely
difficult

(E) Precise measurement of wind speed will aid climatologists in
categorizing tornadoes

5. Which of the following is true of the comparisons in lines
11 –14 (“they say … Philadelphia”)? 

(A) They emphasize the unpredictable nature of tornadoes.(B)
They exaggerate the danger of tornadoes in order to make people
cautious of them.

(C) They use technical terminology in order to ensure accuracy
of description.

(D) They draw on familiar information to particularize an aspect
of tornadoes.(E) They clarify the distinctions between the language
of climatologists and that of

weathercasters.
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d. 

e. 

http://whitmanarchive.org/published/LG/1891/poems/27 

a. 

What do you think the poem’s main idea is about? How do you
think the author’svoice changes throughout the poem? Explain the
tone he uses and how it helps him

reach his argument.


http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/09/magazine/09FOB-medium-t.html?_r=0 

a. 

What is the author’s main argument? What devices does he
use to build his

overall goal.


http://whitmanarchive.org/published/LG/1891/poems/27http://whitmanarchive.org/published/LG/1891/poems/27http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/09/magazine/09FOB-medium-t.html?_r=0http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/09/magazine/09FOB-medium-t.html?_r=0http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/09/magazine/09FOB-medium-t.html?_r=0http://whitmanarchive.org/published/LG/1891/poems/27
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Argument Section

a.  An argumentative essay requires that you investigate a
topic and try and put your view on it and

convince your readers to side with you also.

Argumentative Essay TemplateDirections: The following prompt is
based on the accompanying sources.

This question requires you to synthesize a variety of sources
into a coherent, well-written essay.

Synthesis refers to combining the sources and your position to
form a cohesive, supported

argument and accurately citing sources. Your argument should be
central; the sources should

support this argument. Avoid merely summarizing sources.

Remember to attribute both direct and indirect citations.

Introduction

Assignment

Read the following sources (including the introductory
information) carefully. Then, write an

essay in which you develop a position

You may refer to the sources by their titles (Source A, Source
B, etc.) or by the descriptions in

 parentheses.

Source A ()

Source B ()Source C ()

Source D ()

Source E ()
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Advice for Argument Essay

  Plan your essay

  Write a thesis statement

  Borrow words and phrases from the prompt to create your
clear, direct response in your

thesis

  Avoid “I think” and “I believe” 

  Back yourself up with evidence

  Must use specific personal experiences and specific
observations

  Have 3-4 pieces of evidence for your argument

  Explain and connect your evidence

  Don’t assume that your personal experience or observation
“just makes sense” on their

own

  “Connect the dots” for your audience

  Address the counter-argument

 Think of what people who disagree with your thesis might
claim

  Present their argument

  Explain why their argument is weak or false

  Show off your language skills

  Ultimately, this is a test over how you write

  Write in a professional, academic, serious, and elevated
tone

  It helps to visualize your audience while you write

Follow Cicero’s Classical Arrangement

1. 

Exordium  Introduction

  Often uses ethical appeal

  Can be a sentence, paragraph, or multiple paragraphs

2.   Narratio

   Narration

  Explains the problem, describes the history of the issue,
or explains different sides

of a debate

  Can be a sentence, paragraph, or multiple paragraphs

3.  Partitio

 

Partition or division  This is where the author or speaker
states his or her claim referred to as the thesis

statement

  Can be a sentence, paragraph, or multiple paragraphs

4.  Confirmatio

  Confirmation or proof

  Usually body of the writing contains specific evidence
and supports claim

  Should provide with plenty of specific examples
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  Usually most extensive part of writing

5.  Refutatio

  Addressing the counter argument

  Opportunity to respond to anyClaimnity to respond to
amytingittingt claims held

 by those in opposing viewpoint

6. 

Peroratio

  Author sums points and concludes with an appeal to
pathos, last effort to win the

audience to the speaker side of the argument
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2 Argument Essay Sample Prompts

The number one benefit of information technology is that it
empowers people to do what they

want to do. It lets people be creative. It lets people be
productive. It lets people learn things they

didn't think they could learn before, and so in a sense it is
all about potential.-Steve Ballmer

The Internet is so big, so powerful and pointless that for some
people it is a complete substitute

for life.-Andrew Brown

Take a position regarding technology and if either it helps
today's youth or hinders it. Using

appropriate evidence from your reading, observation, and
experience, write a carefully reasoned

essay defending, challenging, or qualifying the relative value
of public opinion.

What money will buy: A mattress but not sleep, medicine but not
health, amusement but not

happiness, a book but not education, flattery but not
respect

-Mark Millburn

“It’s not about money or connections —  it’s the
willingness to outwork and outlearn everyone…

And if it fails, you learn from what happened and do a better
job next time.” 

-Mark Cuban

“Wealth is not about having a lot of money; it's about having a
lot of options.”  

-Chris Rock

Take a position regarding if economic level determines who a
person will become.. Using

appropriate evidence from your reading, observation, and
experience, write a carefully reasoned

essay defending, challenging, or qualifying the relative value
of public opinion.
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What is a Synthesis Essay?

The synthesis essay is a combination of your analysis and
argument skills. In the synthesis

section you are given a 15-minute reading period followed by 40
minute writing period. In this

section you will be provided with a prompt that asks you take a
position on a certain topic. You

will also be provided with 5-7 sources which you will have to
divide and pick out the ones thatmostly support your position. What
they are basically asking you to do is take a position and

defend it with at least 3 sources. They not only want you to put
your viewpoint but the viewpoint

of others.

There are two types of synthesis essays. The first one is an
expository essay in which you have to

develop a thesis and support it with examples. The second one
presents an argument and asks

you to take a position using appropriate outside sources and
indicating the weaknesses of other

viewpoints.

The format basically consists of:

 

Directions (basic rules and requirements)

  Introduction to the topic with questions that give you
possible positions

  Assignment instructions that tells you what to do and the
actual prompt

  List of available sources

  Sources (fiction, nonfiction, drama, poetry, chart,
photo, cartoon, etc)

You will be assessed on your ability to

o  Read critically

o 

Understand textso  Analyze texts

o  Develop and support a position

o  Use appropriate evidence

o  Incorporate and cite outside sources
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Synthesis Essay Advice

1) Annotate the prompt, underline its verbs, be sure you know
precisely what you are being

asked to do.

2) Read ALL of the source materials. Engage in active, close
reading. Underline main ideas and briefly summarize (1-5 words
max.) Each source on the source document. This saves you time

when you need to consult the materials as you write. Take a
stand. As you read the synthesis

materials, consider what position you will take on the
topic.

3) Select quotes. After you have read the materials, reflected
on them, and taken a stand, select at

least four brief quotes (one against your position and three FOR
your position) from at least three

different sources. Jot them down on the prompt as a way to start
organizing your paper. 

4) Quickly outline your main points (shoot for three) on your
planning page. Write it out. Outline

your essay. Using your position, your selected quotes, and your
personal evidence, outline your

essay. Again, don’t agonize over it (you don’t have time), but
spend enough time to create arough road map that you can consult
while you write so you recall what direction you want to go

with your essay. Do NOT try to keep your outline in your head
and just start writing. Stick to the

limits of what you are being asked to do –  do
not go “rogue” and wander away from the prompt. 

5) Qualified arguments cannot be wishy-washy or indecisive; they
need to reflect maturity and

 judgment, not an inability to make up your mind.

6) Do not merely adopt the arguments you see in the resources.
Consider yourself as a writer

who participates in a conversation with the sources. Your case
should indicate critical thinking

on your part and going beyond what the sources have said. Your
own observations on and

knowledge of the given subject are important, too. 

7) Use both direct and indirect references to the resources you
include. This means do not be

overly reliant on direct quotations. Use some, but also
paraphrase some of your source material,

continuing to use appropriate citations. Summarizing and
paraphrasing requires skills beyond

merely adding quotations from sources, which is why the AP
requires you to do both. Being able

to use both types of references demonstrates your skill as a
writer. 

A) Cite only what is needed, not more, not less. If you only
need a small phrase from a

quotation, use that. Generally speaking, use direct quotations
when you cannot say it

 better in a paraphrase than the original.

B) Do not awkwardly change the tense of a quote using
parentheses in order to fit

your prose. Use paraphrasing instead. 

C) When paraphrasing, be careful not to interpret. Shorten the
work with precision,

keeping the exact argument intact. Do not misrepresent evidence
to make it fit your

thesis. You may even use some exact words or phrases from the
original, but you will be

writing your own statement (with citation, of course!).
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D) End every paragraph with your own sentence, not with a quote.
The essay is yours,

so your voice must dominate it. Even in your conclusion, if you
use an engaging

quotation, end with one more sentence of your own prose to
signal your complete

ownership of the essay. 

Incorporating and Citing Materials from Your Sources  

• Use signal phrases to introduce your sources, ideally
identifying them by name and title, such

as: As UCLA researcher Lori Smith suggests…; According to Sam
Jones, director of the College

Testing Board, …; and then cite the source at the end by its
letter in parentheses.

• Avoid saying: As Source C suggests… or As shown in Source B….
While it is technically

accurate, it is unsophisticated. In most cases, you will be able
to cite the resource either by itsauthor or its source (see
examples above), and save the “Source A, Source B” stuff for
your

 parenthetical citations. 

• Provide analysis of your evidence: What does this quotation
demonstrate, reveal, or suggest

regarding your thesis?

Citation/Argument Verbs 

Here are a few verbs you might use to introduce or follow
quotations and paraphrases: 

argues reveals claims emphasizes underscores indicates 

 points out suggests recommends advises proposes
concludes 

asserts speculates implies believes 
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Rubric for Synthesis Essay
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Synthesis Essay Sample Prompt

Directions: The following prompt is based on the accompanying
six sources.

This question requires you to integrate a variety of sources
into a coherent, well-written essay.

Refer to the sources to support your position; avoid mere
paraphrase or summary. Yourargument should be central; the sources
should support this argument.

Remember to attribute both direct and indirect citations.

Introduction

Mosquitoes have been the reason for diseases that have killed
many such as Nile virus or Malaria

and the idea of eradicating all the mosquitoes in the world has
been brought up.. But just what

could be the effect of eliminating all these mosquitoes? Will it
fix some problems and bring

 bigger ones or will it fix some problems and bring us
none?

Assignment

Read the following sources (including any introductory
information) carefully. Then, in an

essay that synthesizes at least three of the sources for
support, take a position that defends,

challenges, or qualifies the claim that eradicating mosquitoes
would benefit communities all

around the world.

Refer to the sources as Source A, Source B, etc.; titles are
included for your convenience.

Source A (CDC)

Source B (Bates)

Source C (Helm)

Source D (Agencies)

Source E (Gates)

Source F (Feng)
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Source A

http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-35408835
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Source B

http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-35408835

In Britain, scientists at Oxford University and the biotech firm
Oxitec have genetically modified

(GM) the males of Aedes aegypti - a mosquito species that
carries both the Zika virus and dengue

fever. These GM males carry a gene that stops their offspring
developing properly. This second

generation of mosquitoes then die before they can reproduce and
become carriers of disease

themselves.

About three million of these modified mosquitoes were released
on to a site on the Cayman Islands

 between 2009 and 2010. Oxitec reported a 96%
reduction in mosquitoes compared with nearby areas.

A trial currently taking place on a site in Brazil has reduced
the numbers by 92%.

So are there any downsides to removing mosquitoes? According to
Phil Lounibos, an entomologist at

Florida University, mosquito eradication "is fraught with
undesirable side effects".

He says mosquitoes, which mostly feed on plant nectar, are
important pollinators. They are also a

food source for birds and bats while their young - as larvae -
are consumed by fish and frogs. This

could have an effect further up and down the food chain.

However, some say that the role of mosquito species as food and
pollinators would quickly be filled

 by other insects. "We're not left with a wasteland every
time a species vanishes," Judson said.

But for Lounibos, the fact this niche would be filled by another
insect is part of the problem. He

warns that mosquitoes could be replaced by an insect "equally,
or more, undesirable from a public

health viewpoint". Its replacement could even conceivably spread
diseases further and faster than

mosquitoes today.Science writer  David Quammen has
argued that mosquitoes have limited the destructive impact of

humanity on nature. "Mosquitoes make tropical rainforests, for
humans, virtually uninhabitable," he

said.

Rainforests, home to a large share of our total plant and animal
species, are under serious threat from

man-made destruction. "Nothing has done more to delay this
catastrophe over the past 10,000 years,

than the mosquito," Quammen said.

But destroying a species isn't just a scientific issue, it's
also a philosophical one. There would be some

who would say it is utterly unacceptable to deliberately wipe
out a species that is a danger to humans

when it is humans that are a danger to so many species.

"One argument against is that it would be morally wrong to
remove an entire species," says Jonathan

Pugh, from Oxford University's Uehiro Centre for Practical
Ethics.

-By Claire Bates


http://www.oxitec.com/news-and-views/topic-pages-safety-and-sustainability/overview-of-oxitecs-outdoor-projects/http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=93049810http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=93049810http://www.oxitec.com/news-and-views/topic-pages-safety-and-sustainability/overview-of-oxitecs-outdoor-projects/
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Source C


http://rockstarresearch.com/engineering-the-extinction-of-40-species-of-mosquitoes/ 

There are roughly 3,500 species of mosquitoes. But only around
100 bite humans and as

few as 30-40 are responsible for the transmission of the most
deadly diseases that

routinely hobble the world’s poorest and most disadvantaged
people. Instead of battling 

the estimated 219 million annual malaria cases and the
resulting 600,000 deaths that

occur each year in a reactionary manner by treating the sick and
spending millions on

wide-spread preventative measures like long-lasting
insecticide-treated nets (LLINs), we

can eliminate the disease’s only vector directly, at the
source. 

Specific mosquito species can be made extinct using the same
sterile insect technique

(SIT) that has existed for over 50 years. It has
been effectively used to eliminate species

 before for disease prevention in humans and animals, most
notably, with the screwworm

and the melon fly. The technique has some subtle edges but
basically reduces to releasing

a large population of targeted, sterilized male insects into the
wild that out-compete thewild male population for the (single)
mating opportunity with their female counterparts.

Repeated application of this technique can completely eliminate
a wild insect population

 —  sometimes in as little as one year.

Success in eliminating the species of mosquitoes that are the
malaria vector could be

followed by engineering the extinction of the vector species for
dengue fever, which

infects 50 to 390 million each year (causing 25,000 deaths) and
also the mosquitoes that

contribute to the 200,000 cases of yellow fever and the
attendant 30,000 deaths they

cause each year.

The short-term goals of a permanent mosquito eradication plan
would prioritize and

establish the species that need to be eliminated, the areas
around the world where thiselimination needs to be targeted first
in order to succeed, and establish connections with

suppliers who can provide enough sterile insects to implement
these plans.

The medium-term goals would be to decimate the wild population
of these species in

large-scale pilot programs by releasing millions of sterile
mosquitoes per day in infested

areas. These marginal eradication efforts will bring with them
marginal reduction in

malaria and commensurate reduction in the pain, suffering, and
economic/social

destruction caused by this crippling disease.

The long-term goal would be the total eradication of these
mosquito populations in the

wild and the end of malaria, dengue fever, and yellow fever.
Captive lines of all these

vector species should of course be kept in labs to study and as
a hedge against the

unlikely futures in which unintended ecological consequences
prompt us to reintroduce

the eradicated species.

-Louie Helm


http://rockstarresearch.com/engineering-the-extinction-of-40-species-of-mosquitoes/http://rockstarresearch.com/engineering-the-extinction-of-40-species-of-mosquitoes/http://www.gatesnotes.com/Health/Most-Lethal-Animal-Mosquito-Weekhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sterile_insect_techniquehttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sterile_insect_techniquehttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sterile_insect_techniquehttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sterile_insect_techniquehttp://www.gatesnotes.com/Health/Most-Lethal-Animal-Mosquito-Weekhttp://rockstarresearch.com/engineering-the-extinction-of-40-species-of-mosquitoes/
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Source D


http://m.mid-day.com/articles/revealed-mosquitoes-kill-more-people-in-4-mins-than-

sharks-in-a-year/15263056 

On his blog gatesnotes.com, philanthropist Bill Gates has named
this week as Mosquito

Week, calling attention to these deadly insects.

Bi ll Gates  

According to Gates, a study by WHO shows that mosquitoes are one
of the world’s

deadliest animals. The death toll from mosquito bites is
7,25,000 in a year, whereas

sharks kill an average of 10 people per annum.

The Microsoft founder writes, “What would you say is the most
dangerous animal on

Earth? Sharks? Snakes? Humans? Of course the answer depends on
how you define

dangerous. Personally I’ve had a thing about sharks since the
first time I saw Jaws. 

But if you’re judging by how many people are killed by an animal
every year, then the

answer isn’t any of the above. It’s mosquitoes. When it comes to
killing humans, no otheranimal even comes close.” 

Dangerous creatures He adds, “What makes mosquitoes so
dangerous? Despite their

innocuous-sounding name Spanish for “little fly” they carry
devastating diseases. The

worst is malaria, which kills more than 6,00,000 people every
year; another 200 million

cases incapacitate people for days at a time.

It threatens half of the world’s population and causes billions
of dollars in lost

 productivity annually. Other mosquito-borne diseases
include dengue fever, yellow fever,

and encephalitis.” 

During the peak breeding seasons, they outnumber every other
animal on Earth, except

termites and ants. They were responsible for tens of thousands
of deaths during the

construction of the Panama Canal.

And they affect population patterns on a grand scale: In many
malarial zones, the disease

drives people inland and away from the coast, where the climate
is more welcoming to

mosquitoes.” 

Did you know? There are more than 2,500 species of
mosquito, and mosquitoes are

found in every region of the world except Antarctica.

-By Agencies


http://m.mid-day.com/articles/revealed-mosquitoes-kill-more-people-in-4-mins-than-sharks-in-a-year/15263056http://m.mid-day.com/articles/revealed-mosquitoes-kill-more-people-in-4-mins-than-sharks-in-a-year/15263056http://m.mid-day.com/articles/revealed-mosquitoes-kill-more-people-in-4-mins-than-sharks-in-a-year/15263056http://m.mid-day.com/articles/revealed-mosquitoes-kill-more-people-in-4-mins-than-sharks-in-a-year/15263056http://m.mid-day.com/articles/revealed-mosquitoes-kill-more-people-in-4-mins-than-sharks-in-a-year/15263056
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Source E


https://www.gatesnotes.com/Health/Most-Lethal-Animal-Mosquito-Week  

-Bill Gates


https://www.gatesnotes.com/Health/Most-Lethal-Animal-Mosquito-Weekhttps://www.gatesnotes.com/Health/Most-Lethal-Animal-Mosquito-Weekhttps://www.gatesnotes.com/Health/Most-Lethal-Animal-Mosquito-Week
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Source F


https://cogito.cty.jhu.edu/43255/up-for-debate-should-we-eradicate-all-mosquitoes-from-the-

world/

Researchers from around the world are raising genetically
modified mosquitoes in their

“mosquito factories” in order to release them into the wild and
decimate the wild populations

(though their methods of modification differ). One researcher,
Professor Andrea Cristiani of

Imperial College in London, is creating GM mosquitoes that would
only be able to produce male

offspring, which would annihilate the local population in just a
few generations. But even if we

could, should we kill an entire species?

 According to the World Health Organization, a child dies
every minute from malaria.

In America and most developed countries, mosquitoes may be
irritating, but pose little threat to

 public health. Ridding the world of them so we won’t be
itchy seems like an extreme measure.

But in developing nations, mosquitoes bring pain, misery, and
death in the form of the tiny parasite Plasmodium. According
to the World Health Organization, a child dies every minute

from malaria. If we eradicated mosquitoes, we could save 207
million people a year from

suffering and possible death — numbers that make some
wonder if the world would be better

without the pest.

According to some scientists, mosquitoes wouldn’t be missed
because they don’t fill any

ecological niche another insect can’t fill, according to Nature.
Bats would actually prefer a nice,

 juicy moth over a scraggly mosquito for dinner. Without
mosquitoes, the number of other insects

would increase, providing enough food for insect-eaters. Other
insects would also gladly fill the

role of “pollinator” left behind by the mosquitoes. Such
evidence builds a strong case forreleasing the mutant mosquitoes.
So what are we waiting for?

As with any drastic human intervention in nature, there is a
tremendous amount of uncertainty

that accompanies the touted benefits. Genetic modification can
be a tricky business, and if we

make a mistake, we could unwittingly release millions of
“Buzzing Frankensteins.” It is also

difficult to know what exact ecological role mosquitoes play
because of all the complexities

within each ecosystem. They may be crucial in a way we don’t yet
know. 

In fact, the real threat is not the mosquitoes themselves, but
the diseases they carry. Fortunately,

the United States has been able to eradicate malaria in just
four years without getting rid of

mosquitoes, according to the Centers for Disease Control.
However, there are multiple factorsthat make it difficult for
Africa to do the same, including the fact that it is not a unified
nation

and there is growing opposition to the use of insecticides like
DDT from environmental health

groups. Hopefully, we can tackle the disease without wiping out
the potentially significant

vector.

There is also an ethical dilemma: Do we have the right to decide
which animals deserve to live

and which deserve to die? Some might say we are playing God by
controlling nature in such a
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way. Others go as far as to say that mosquitoes play the crucial
role of keeping the human

 population in-check, and that by removing that barrier the
Earth will no longer be able to sustain

the population. Of course, this is easy to say while lounging on
a couch, wearing bunny slippers,

free from the risk of malaria. But in a mud hut with the
constant buzzing of death every night,

the question of whether or not we should kill an entire species
to save millions of lives becomes

much tougher.

-By Jennifer Feng
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