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IntroductionTutorials 6 and 7 were about discovering or creating
new ideas and creating nodes to store them in

NVivo. This tutorial is about additional ways of managing the
connections between ideas.

The first section of this tutorial introduces another kind of
node, Relationships, which have their own

system-level folder. It shows how you can store relationships
you see in your data, and code theevidence for those
relationships.

The second section is about managing categories. Isolated ideas
are the researchers enemy. Ideas that

are not organized and managed are often problematic. You may
lose them, or worse, you will lose them

sometimes. This section is about how to catalogue ideas, by
reviewing, merging and rearranging nodes

and their coding hierarchies. The hierarchical organization of
nodes also facilitates many query

operations.

As you work in your project, you will find that coding data, or
exploring relations between ideas,

always requires finding nodes, and seeing their associations. In
order to bring data and ideas together,and create new
understandings, data management is necessary. As in most areas of
qualitative method,

efficiency is necessary for creativity.

In this tutorial you will:

Record relationships between people, ideas and events and code
the evidence for them

Review, rearrange and report on the nodes in your project

Revisit Tutorial 7 for ways of creating, naming and describing
nodes, and coding at them.

Working with RelationshipsRelationshipsin NVivo define relations
you see between sources (internals, externals or memos),

nodes, sets or search folders. If two items seem to you to be
related, you can record this in your project,creating a
Relationshipto link them.

The Relationshipis itself a node. Like any other node, it can
have coding. You can code at the

Relationshipthe data that you see as pertinent to it.

Relationshipscan be added between any sources and any nodes
(except Relationships) or any sets or

search folders of sources and/or nodes. Like other nodes, they
can have any amount of coding, and the

coded content can be browsed and recoded (see Tutorial 7).

In Navigation View>Nodesthere is a separate folder for
Relationships. As you make Relationships

they will be shown in the List View.

A relationship has a from item and a to item, linked by an arrow
defined as a Relationship Type.

Figure 1: Components of a Relationship node

Relationship Typesare a form of Classification. There is a
folder for Relationship Typesin

Navigation View> Classifications. You name and describe
typesof Relationships, and also specify

the directionof that Relationship Type. The directionyou specify
determines how they are shown - anon-directional association, a
one-way arrow or a symmetrical (double headed) arrow.

For example, as you have been working with themes in your
project, you may have developed a

preliminary hypothesis along the following lines:

Family values(a memo on this topic) seem to influence, although
not directly cause, Motivation

for volunteering(a node)

You need a Relationship Typefor influences, and a
Relationshipbetween the two project itemse.g. the memo aboutFamily
valuesand the node forMotivation for volunteering. You also need
to

Relationship type To itemFrom item Direction
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specify the direction of the relationship; in this case, One
way, represented by a one-way arrow (see

Figure 2 below).

Ifyou dont have nodes or sources to represent the relationships
to and fromitems, create them. NVivo has no problem with nodes or
sources with no content.In the example above, Family valuescould be
created as a memo, named anddescribed in the project. Later as you
explore the Relationshipyou may wish to

write your changing ideas about family values in the memo, then
code somematerial at the Relationship.

Make a Relationship Type1. In Navigation
View>Classifications, select the Relationship Typesfolder.

2. Notethat a system created Relationship Typecalled
Associatedalready exists and appears in List

View.

3. Click in List View, then eitherfrom the Classificationsgroup
on the Createtab click

Relationship Typeorfrom the right-click Context Menuselect New
Relationship Type.

Figure 2: Ribbon: Create tab>Classifications
group>Relationship Type

4. In the New Relationship Type dialog, name the Relationship
Type, and add a Description. (This

is usually very important as you may be creating many
Relationships of this type and need to

check consistency.)

5. Select the Directionof the Relationship from the drop-down
list.

Figure 3: New Relationship Type Dialog

6. Click OK. The Relationship Typeappears in List View.

Make a Relationship1. In Navigation View>Nodes, select the
Relationshipsfolder.

2. Click in List View, then eitherfrom the Nodegroup on the
Createtab click Relationshiporfrom

the right-click Context Menuselect New Relationship.
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The New Relationship dialog opens.

Figure 4: New Relationship Dialog

3. Select the From item. Click Selectanduse theSelect Project
Item dialog to locate the item you

want theRelationship to come from.

The Select Project Itemdialog shows only those project items for
which you can record a

Relationship.

4. Repeat Step 3 for the Toitem to locate the item the
Relationshipconnects to.5. At Type> Name, click Selectto choose
the Relationship Typeyou created previously. The

Direction,and Descriptionif you entered one, will be inserted
automatically.

The new Relationshipappears in List View. Notethat as you record
more relationships, you can sortthem in List Viewaccording to each
columnfor example, get all the Relationships of Type

influences listed together.

Figure 5: List View displaying Relationships sorted by Type

Each Relationshipis a node, and you can select it, just like any
node, to code at it any source contentyou see as pertinent.

Use Relationships in your projectRelationshipsmay be used for
very specific statements of fact (Annalives with Sunil) or very
abstract

reflections (lack of timedecreasesmotivation for
volunteering),

For your project, ask early what relationships you are
anticipating. Then, as you work with the data,

create and code at Relationshipswhich express what you are
discovering.

If you create two or more different sorts of relationships
(Relationship Types),note that while they cannot be in subfolders,
they can, like any nodes, be managedin Sets. Here the researcher
has created different sets because some relationshipsrecord
conceptual relationships, and others simply record domestic
relationshipslike living together.

Figure 6: Example of Sets containing Relationships


	
8/11/2019 NV10 Tutorial 9 Handling Ideas.pdf

6/12


	
8/11/2019 NV10 Tutorial 9 Handling Ideas.pdf

7/12

5

Now consider the categories you created up from the data. Do
they hang together in logical

groups? Ask of each, what is it asort of. If some nodes group
logically, note this.

For detailed advice on cataloguing nodes and evaluating the node
systems you create, go to

Chapter 6 ofHandling Qualitative Data.

Consider carefully how the growing node system relates to your
design or

intentions for this project. A good rule of thumb is that if you
want to askquestions about your data in NVivo, you will need nodes
in terms of which thequestions can be stated. If you have a project
design, or a literature review, tryimporting that into NVivo and
coding it: the project needs the nodes that result.

Rearranging nodesAt this stage, you may make major changes to
your project. You did back it up at the end of the last

tutorial, didnt you?Its always wise to back up a project before
embarking on any major revision, just

in case you decide to abandon the endeavour.

In this section you are going to reorganize, or catalogue nodes.
You can cut or copy, and pasteor

merge, any node in NVivo, without losing any of the data it
codes, or its links to a memo or, if itbelongs to a particular
classification, its attributes. So if your nodes now should be
catalogued, the

steps are simple.

Cut and paste a nodeLets look at how you might rearrange your
existing nodes to form a more logically structured

catalogue. In Step 1 above, you identified some main categories
which you will need to work with, but

for which you do not as yet have nodes.

These new nodes will beparentnodes for nodes you already have in
your project. The childnodes

should be a sort oftheparent. Thus my node for Self worthmight
go with other categories aboutperceived benefits under
theparentnode, Benefits of volunteering).

1. Create anyparentnodes indicated by your review.

2. Go to the nodes you created in Tutorials 6 and 7. Select a
node that properly fits as a sortofone

of your newparentnodes.3. Either, from the Hometab in the
Clipboardgroup, click Cut, orright-click and select Cutfrom

the Context Menu, orpress CTRL+Xto move the node from its
present location.

Figure 8: Ribbon>Home Tab>Cut command

4. Select theparentnode (Benefits of volunteering) that you want
to place the cut node (Self worth)

under.Either, from the Hometab in the Clipboardgroup, click
Paste, orright-click and select

Pastefrom the Context Menu, orpress CTRL+V.

The node you have moved will now be located under the
selectedparentnode.

5. In List View, click the +at the left of theparentnode, and
you will see your pasted node.

This node still holds all the coding you had done.

Figure 9: Node hierarchy expanded to display parent and
childnodes

If you prefer caution, Copy instead ofCut, and then when youre
sure its pastedcorrectly, Deletethe original version of the
node.

Cut command
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Merge nodesAt this stage of a project, you may find that you
have more than one node for the same idea or concept.

This is quite common and not to be regarded as a problem. Indeed
its good practice to keep nodes

separate if theres a chance that the meanings are subtly
different, and bring them together only when

you get surer of their common ground. At that stage, you need to
be able to merge their codingand

any other contents or links related to that node.

1. Selecta nodeyou want to merge with another node.

2. Cutor Copyit (depending on your purposes).

Cutthe node if you just want it completely merged with the other
node. Copythe node if your aim isto build a composite node, while
retaining the ability to access the individual component parts of
thecomposite.

3. Selectthe node you want to mergethis coding into.

4. Either, from the Hometab in the Clipboardgroup, click Merge,
orright-click and select Merge

from the Context Menu, orpress CTRL+M. ChooseMerge Into Selected
Node.

Figure 10: Ribbon displaying Merge options from the Home Tab

Figure 11: Context Menu showing Merge Into Selected Node
Command

5. Select what you wish to Merge, from options presented.

Figure 12: Merge Into Node Options Dialog

6. Click OK. The nodes are merged.

See Help: Nodes>Reorder and refine nodes for more detailed
information about Merge options.
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Shape your node system1. Continue cutting and pasting nodes as
indicated by your review, until you are confident the

arrangement is logical and that it does not in any way force
your thinking about the categories or

pre-empt things you might later find.

Chapter 6 ofHandling Qualitative Dataadvises on design of
hierarchical catalogues avoiding

these traps.

If a node wont logically fit in a hierarchy, leave it in a
folder with Nodes listedalphabetically. You may want to create a
folder specifically for nodes that do notbelong in a hierarchy.
Earlier versions of NVivo included such an option, known asFree
Nodes.

2. Now code another document, working with the categories as
they are now arranged, so you can

find existing ones and place new ones. You will find that, as
you work with the nodes, it is very

easy to cut or copy and paste or merge as the system of nodes
starts making sense.

3. Revisit the categories you have left free of the catalogue
and review them.

A good habit is to review nodes left freeoften as the catalogue
forms, theremaining free nodes are special. They are the categories
that dont fit anywhere.

They may be simply irrelevant. But maybe they are the still
unconnected ideas thatwill become crucial in making sense of the
more organized thinking about yourproject.

Evaluate your node systemAs the nodes are moved and merged, you
will find a stronger sense of how they relate to each other.

Treat the hierarchical catalogue like the catalogue in a
library, which assists you to look for an itemrapidly, check if its
there, browse the items near it and note whats missing.

Like any catalogue, it is only as useful as it is logical. You
will find that revisiting your node system is

richly rewarded with increased efficiency and a stronger picture
of how the project is shaping.

Regularly make time to check for, and remove or merge,
duplicated nodes, examine and delete nodes

that have proved unnecessary or redundant, and ensure that the
logical structure of the node systemremains strong and clear to
you.

The catalogue of nodes will change, as your understanding of
whats going oninthe data grows. So the node system at any time will
be a record of where you areat in the project. A highly useful
technique for logging progress is to save andarchive a list of your
nodes at regular intervals, or at significant milestones in
theproject.

For advice on constructing a hierarchical structure that will
work for your project, and for ways

of checking it remains logical and useful, go to Chapter 6 of
Handling Qualitative Data.

Listing and Reporting on Nodes

Now to get a report on the node catalogue you have created. You
can print the nodes that are displayedin List View. This is a
what-you-see-is-what-you-get printout, so you will need to expand
the

hierarchies that you want to include. Alternatively, you can
make a very detailed report on all or some

of your nodes.
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Print List ViewPrior to printing List View, you may want to
customize what is displayed in the View.

1. In Navigation View, select Nodes.

2. Select the folder containing the node list you want to
print.

3.

From the Viewtab on the Ribbon, use the drop-down menu at List
Viewto select Customize.4.

In the Customize Current Viewdialog, use the left-arrow >
buttons to

include just those columns that you wish to see in your
printout. Click OK.

Figure 13: List View >Customize Current View Dialog

5. Click in List View, return to Viewtab and use the List
Viewdrop-down menu to selectExpand

All Nodes.

Check that List View displays all the nodes you want included in
your printout. You are now ready to

print the list.

6. On the Filemenu, click Print List.

Figure 14: File Menu displaying Print Options

Print List command
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Figure 17: Coding Summary by Source Report displayed in Detail
View

6. If you wish to save and edit the Report, right-click in
Detail View, select Export Report Results

and choose where to save it.

By default the report will be saved as a Word document but you
can choose to save it as a pdf or in

other formats using the Save as type options.

You may like to try Node Structure Reportand Node Summary
Reportto see the information theyinclude.

Log the development of your nodes1. Write a Memoabout this first
stage of catalogue construction.

2. If you are working in a team, and wish to merge your projects
later, this is a good time to design acommon catalogue of basic
categories and discuss how you will use it to ensure consistency
but

allow innovation.

If you are planning on merging projects, please go to Help:
Projects>Importing and exporting projects foradvice.

This concludes Tutorial 9.

Go to Chapter 6 ofHandling Qualitative Datafor advice on these
processes.

You now have not only data and ideas about your data, but also
an evolving management system for

those ideas. Time to back upyour project!

As you continue relating data and ideas via links and coding,
the ideas will be accessible for review and

reflection.

If the reorganization of your nodes is satisfactory, you will
now be able toseethe relationships you are

discovering and the logical groups of concepts and categories
that are emerging in the project via the

catalogue of nodes and your Relationshipnodes. But the catalogue
does not show the theories you are

developing about how these categories relate. Tutorials 10, 11
and 12 will assist you to identifypatterns and explore theory
development through using queries and framework matrices. Tutorial
13

will show you how to represent your project visually in a
model.
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