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 Gator Alley
 Exhibit Description:
 Gator Alley is located about halfway through the aquarium, after Dangerous & Deadly (just past the octopus mural), and before the Frog Bog/Stingray Hideaway area. The primary draw of this area is a pair of adult albino American alligators named Snowball & Snowflake, who co-inhabit a large central enclosure, which is 44 feet long, with an 8,000-gallon freshwater tank (kept at around 80°F) and a 12’x14’ sandy basking area behind a barrier of three-inch-thick clear acrylic. The construction of this exhibit required about 7,000 lbs of concrete, including hand-applied faux rock work, and 3,000 lbs of sand.
 The wall opposite the albino gators’ enclosure houses several smaller exhibit tanks featuring various lizards, snakes, newts, and turtles, with screens above each exhibit space displaying digital graphics that showcase information about the animals’ names, biology, and native habitats. The Bayou tank adjacent to the white gators’ area is home to several large freshwater fishes. There are some informational screens as well, plus a mounted alligator skull replica, and a coin donation funnel to help raise funds for the WAVE Foundation.
 Position Description:
 This position is considered “non-essential” (i.e., there are no specific rules to enforce, timed shows to present, etc.), and so will typically only be staffed intermittently, and/or largely by volunteers. While in position at Gator Alley, team members are asked to engage with our guests as they enter the area, making themselves available for questions, and providing information and conservation messaging relevant to the animals on exhibit, with a particular emphasis on the alligators. Special Considerations:
 While there are no particular rules for Gator Alley, per se, team members in this position should be vigilant in making sure that guests are not engaging in any unsafe behavior, or in any actions which may upset and/or endanger the animals or other guests. This position does not have its own assigned radio, so if you need to contact 205, you may use the radio at the Guest Services kiosk located by Frog Bog, or the one at Stingray Hideaway. Keep an eye out for:
 • Guests (especially children) climbing on the railings, tank ledges, or rock walls. • Foreign objects being thrown into the tanks.
 o Coins, trash, or other items that end up in the gators’ water can present a safety hazard to the animals, which may attempt to bite or eat them. If you see a foreign object in one of the tanks, especially if you feel that it may present an immediate danger to the animals, please notify 205.
 • Any other concerns related to general aquarium policies (e.g., smoking, lost child, etc.).
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 Animal Info American Alligator (Alligator mississippiensis) • Average size for adult alligators typically
 ranges from around 6-12 feet long, and upwards of 1,000 lbs for very large males. The record length currently stands at 15’9”.
 • The most temperate of the crocodilians, they live mainly in freshwater swamps, lakes, and marshes, ranging from southern Florida to east Texas, throughout the southeastern U.S., and as far north as North Carolina.
 • Wild diet varies with size, but can include fish, amphibians, birds, mammals, and reptiles.
 • Captive diet may include fish, chicken or other birds, pork, beef, and/or rodents. Younger gators are also fed insects such as crickets, and Mazuri™ Crocodilian Diet (“gator chow”).
 • Alligators are ambush predators, and they frequently hunt at night. They can swim upwards of 20-30mph using their muscular tail, launch attacks on prey at the water’s edge at reported speeds of up to 20-25mph, and run on land in very short burts up to around 10-20mph.
 • Life expectancy in the wild is often 35-50 years, but it can nearly double under professional care to around 65-80 years. An alligator named Tojo, which temporarily lived at the Cincinnati Zoo for many decades starting in 1923, eventually died in 1999 at the age of 81.
 • Males and females both reach sexual maturity at around 1.8m (approx. 6 ft.) in size, which is typically reached at around 10-12 years of age.
 • Nesting season is in April/May, during which females build a vegetative mound nest atop a clutch of 25-60 eggs. Incubation lasts 65-68 days.
 o The sex of developing embryos is temperature-dependent, with lower ambient temperatures producing females and higher temperatures producing males.
 o Hatchlings begin at around 9-10” long, and may grow an average of about a foot in length each year until they reach five or six feet, at which point their growth rate will taper off (thought they never truly stop growing!)
 o New hatchlings will remain within the mother’s territory for 1-3 years. They may emit a characteristic chirping “distress call” to alert the mother in case of danger.
 • Alligators play a vital ecological role in their habitat. They create depressions in marshes by digging away muck and limestone bedrock. These tend to stay filled with water during drier seasons, making these “alligator holes” an important source of water for many other animals.
 • After a steep decline in population due to overhunting and habitat loss, the American alligator was federally protected through the Endangered Species Preservation Act of 1966, and later via the Endangered Species Acts of ‘69 and ‘73.
 o Through the establishment of farms, hunting seasons, catch limits, and other protections, the American alligator has made an amazing comeback! It was eventually removed from the Endangered Species List in 1987.
 • IUCN Red List status – Low Risk
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 Snowball & Snowflake
 • Snowball and Snowflake are a pair of white American alligators who live together in the large central enclosure in Gator Alley. Snowball is male and Snowflake is female. The two are easiest to tell apart based on their relative size difference. o As of 11/30/18, Snowball weighs about 200 lbs and measures 2.8m (9.25 ft) in length,
 and Snowflake weighs close to 100 lbs and measures at least 2.1m (6.89 ft) in length.
 • Snowball and Snowflake are both albinos, in that they totally lack any pigmentation in their skin or tissues. This differs from leucistic animals, which are similarly white from a lack of melanin or other dark pigment, but typically have blue or normal-colored eyes. o Our white gators are two of fewer than 100 known albino alligators in the world! o Albino alligators cannot survive in the wild for several reasons:
 No camouflage – a white gator hatchling stands out, making it an easy target for larger predators, and leaving it unable to ambush prey.
 No UV protection – lacking pigment also means that they have nothing to block harmful UV rays from the Sun that can cause severe skin problems.
 Because they have no color in their irises, their eyesight is very poor due to an inability to filter out excess light, leaving them effectively “snow blind.”
 • Snowball and Snowflake hatched at a Louisiana alligator farm (it’s uncertain if they are
 related or not), and were purchased as hatchlings by the St. Augustine Alligator Farm Zoological Park in Florida. They were later given to Wild Adventures Theme Park in Valdosta, GA, and then afterwards to the Newport Aquarium in October of 2013. o Snowball & Snowflake were initially promoted as “gifts from Scuba Santa,” and were
 first displayed together in what was the old Rainforest’s otter exhibit. They were moved into the “Bayou” area in Gator Alley in July of 2014 after a brief absence, and into their current larger enclosure in November 2018 following the departure of the previous resident, Mighty Mike.
 o We are fortunate to have records of the white gators’ hatch dates: Snowball hatched on July 15, 2003. Snowflake hatched on October 15, 2005.
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 Frequently Asked Questions Q. “Is that alligator real/alive?” A. Believe it or not, this may be the most common question we get about the alligators in Gator
 Alley. They are definitely real, alive, and well! Like other reptiles, they are ectothermic (“cold-blooded”), and tend to spend a lot of time conserving their energy and moving only when they really need to. Alligators are ambush predators as well, and do much of their hunting at night, so they are good at remaining still for long stretches of time during the day.
 Q. “How long can an alligator hold its breath?” A. Being reptiles, alligators cannot breathe underwater, but they can hold their breath for quite a
 while! During normal activity, an alligator may remain underwater for at least 20-30 minutes at a time before coming up to breathe. During periods of cooler weather, gators in the wild will sometimes enter a hibernative state, or torpor, during which they can slow their heart rate, redirect their blood flow, and hold their breath for upwards of several hours at a time!
 Q. “How many teeth do alligators have?” A. American alligators have around 74-80 teeth in their mouths from the moment they hatch
 from the egg. Their teeth wear down and fall out from time to time, and are soon replaced by new ones. As a result, alligators may go through close to 3,000 teeth in their lifetime!
 Q. “How strong is an alligator’s bite?” A. American alligators have one of the strongest bites of any animal at over 2,000 pounds of
 force (lbf)! A human’s bite maxes out at 150 lbf, and even adult lions reach only 650 lbf. A gator’s jaw-opening muscles are relatively weak, however, to the point that an average adult human could hold a big gator’s mouth shut with one hand (but we don’t recommend trying)!
 Q. “How can you tell an alligator from a crocodile?” A. The easiest way to tell one from the other is in the snout, teeth, and coloration. Alligators
 have a broad U-shaped snout with mostly just top teeth visible when the mouth is closed, while crocs have a narrower V-shaped snout with top and bottom teeth visible all the time. Adult gators are typically a dark greenish black color, while crocs are more tan or brown.
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 Q. How many different kinds of alligators and crocodiles, etc. are there? A. The Crocodilia include 24 species around the world, in three families:
 Family Alligatoridae: • Two alligators: the American and Chinese, the latter growing to only about 5 feet long. • Six caimans, found throughout Central and South America. Caimans typically have
 shorter, wider heads with rounded noses and longer, sharper teeth. The largest is the black caiman at upwards of 14 feet long, and the smallest is Cuvier’s dwarf caiman which maxes out at around 4½ feet (this is the smallest crocodilian overall).
 Family Crocodylidae: • Crocodiles are found in the Americas, Africa, Asia, and Australia, and number either
 fourteen or fifteen species, depending on whether the false gharial of southeast Asia is included here or in the Gavialidae (this is disputed based on differing lines of evidence).
 • The largest crocodile, and the most massive living reptile on Earth, is the Australian saltwater croc, known to grow over 20 feet long and weigh over a ton! The smallest is the African dwarf crocodile, which rarely gets over five feet long. The American crocodile, found around southern Florida and the tropics, as well as Central & South America, is the only species of crocodile found in the same region as an alligator.
 Family Gavialidae: • This family has just one or two species: the Indian gharial (Gavialis gangeticus) and
 possibly the similarly narrow-snouted false gharial (Tomistoma shlegelii) of southeast Asia, depending on how the latter is categorized.
 • The gharial lives in northern India and Nepal, and can grow up to 19 feet long. It uses its long narrow snout primarily for snapping up fish. Its name comes from a bulbous growth at the end of male gharials’ snouts which resembles a type of Indian pot called a “ghara.”
 From top to bottom: gharial, crocodile, alligator, and caiman.
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 Other Alley Animals Chinese Crocodile Lizard (Shinisaurus crocodilurus)
 • One male and two females on exhibit. • Found in disparate forest regions of
 southern China and northern Vietnam. • Obligate semi-aquatic species, feeds
 mainly on invertebrates and tadpoles. • Viviparous, with litters of 2-12 young. • IUCN Red List status: endangered,
 mainly due to habitat loss, the illegal pet trade, and traditional medicine practices.
 Tentacled Snake (Erpeton tentaculatum)
 • One male on exhibit. • Found in stagnant and slow-moving
 waterways in peninsular southeast Asia (e.g., Cambodia, Thailand, & Vietnam).
 • Rear-fanged, mildly venomous (no threat to humans), and feeds exclusively on fish.
 • The tentacles on its snout are sensory organs that connect to the vision center of the brain, indicating a vibrational imaging ability used to detect prey in low light.
 • Ovoviviparous, with young born underwater. • IUCN Red List Status: least concern.
 A tentacled snake hunts with a distinctive J-shaped posture, relying on its camouflage to stay hidden until a fish comes near. It will quickly ripple its body in such a way as to cause the fish to instinctively flee in the opposite direction… towards the snake’s mouth! The actual strike starts before the fish even moves, and it is aimed at where the fish will be instead of where it was, meaning that the snake effectively predicts the fish’s path. The entire process may take only around 23 milliseconds.
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 Green Tree Python (Morelia viridis)
 • One male and one female on exhibit. • Found in rainforests of New Guinea and
 surrounding islands, eastern Indonesia, and the Cape York peninsula of Australia.
 • Grows to an average length of 5-6 feet. • Feeds on mammals and small reptiles,
 ambushing and constricting prey. • Infrared-sensitive labial pits along the
 snout and jawline enable the snake to hunt by “seeing” its prey’s body heat in contrast to the surrounding environment.
 • Hatchlings are yellow to orange or red-brown with larger spots, turning green with age. • Oviparous, with 1-25 viable eggs per clutch. • IUCN Red List status: least concern, but the pet trade may have unknown consequences.
 Anderson’s Alligator Newt (Echinotriton andersoni)
 • Twelve on exhibit, sex unknown. • Found in humid forests, grasslands, and
 swamps of the Ryukyu Islands of southern Japan. Regionally extinct in Taiwan.
 • Can grow to a little over 6” in total length. • Uniformly dark on top, with red-orange
 coloration on the underside. • Oviparous. Eggs are laid on land, and
 larvae then develop in water. • IUCN Red List status: endangered, primarily due to habitat loss and the illegal pet trade.
 Ringed Sawback Turtle (Graptemys oculifera)
 • One female and one male on exhibit (the female is the larger of the two).
 • Found only in the Pearl & Bogue Chitto Rivers in Louisiana and Mississippi.
 • Feeds on insects & occasional vegetation. • Males grow up to 11cm carapace length,
 and live for ≥25 years, while females can get twice as big and live for ≥37 years.
 • Oviparous, laying one or two clutches of 1-10 eggs. Hatchlings are around 35mm.
 • IUCN Red List status: vulnerable, due to pollution, habitat loss, and illegal collection.
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 Eastern Collared Lizard (Crotaphytus collaris)
 • Two males and one female on exhibit. • Found in arid, rocky scrub and grasslands
 of the central and southwestern US, as well as north-central Mexico.
 • Eats insects and sometimes other lizards (cannibalism has also been observed).
 • Can run on its hind legs at up to 16mph. • Oviparous, laying clutches of 1-13 eggs. • It has the nickname “mountain boomer,”
 and is the state reptile of Oklahoma. • IUCN Red List status: least concern.
 Henkel’s Leaf-Tailed Gecko (Uroplatus henkeli)
 • Three males and three females on exhibit. • Found in primary forest (rainforest and
 deciduous alike) in disparate regions throughout Madagascar.
 • Spends most of its day head-down on trees, relying on its excellent camouflage to hide from predators and ambush prey.
 • Feeds on insects and the occasional snail. • Like all geckos, they lack eyelids and will
 lick their eyes to clean & moisten them. • Oviparous, laying just two spherical eggs per clutch on or close to the forest floor. • IUCN Red List status: vulnerable, threatened by deforestation and illegal collection.
 Red-Footed Tortoise (Chelonoidis carbonaria)
 • Two on exhibit (sex undetermined). • Found in moist transitional zones (e.g.,
 savannah to forest edges) in South & Central America. Introduced by humans to several Caribbean islands, as well.
 • Eats plants (mostly fruit) & invertebrates. • Average adult size is 12-16 inches long. • Can live to at least 50-60 years of age. • Oviparous, laying 5-15 eggs per clutch.
 Sex of young is temperature-dependent. • IUCN Red List status: not evaluated, but
 import is prohibited under CITES, and the species is threatened by habitat destruction.
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 Caiman Lizard (Dracaena guianensis)
 • One male on exhibit (named “Nestor”). • Found in wetlands and flooded woodland
 areas of northern South America. They are generally not seen far from water, and they have nictitating membranes to protect their eyes while swimming.
 • Can grow up to 4 feet in length. • Feeds on a variety of small fishes and
 invertebrates, but specializes in snails. • Named for their crocodilian appearance, they were, like crocs, also heavily hunted for
 their leather. Legal protections and farms were established in 1970, leading to a drop-off in exports and the stabilization of native populations.
 • IUCN Red List status: not evaluated. Green Plumed Basilisk (Basiliscus plumifrons)
 • One male and two females on exhibit. • Found in humid lowlands and wet
 premontane forests of Central America. • Can grow up to 3 feet in length. • Males are distinguished by three large
 dorsal crests atop their head and back, from which the species gets its name.
 • Omnivorous, eating invertebrates, small mammals & lizards, and fruits & flowers.
 • Basilisks can run on their hind legs across water for short distances, earning them the nickname of the “Jesus Christ lizard.”
 • A talented swimmer, it can hold its breath underwater for 30 minutes at a time.
 • Oviparous, laying a clutch of 5-15 eggs. • IUCN Red List status: least concern.
 Male (running on water).
 Female (note lack of large dorsal crests).
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 The Bayou Flathead Catfish (Pylodactis olivaris) Bigmouth Buffalofish (Ictiobus cyprinellus) Largemouth Bass (Micropterus salmoides)
 Blue Catfish (Ictalurus furcatus) Smallmouth Buffalofish (Ictiobus bubalus)
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