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You can purchase and download the Mediterranean eBook now
 A report on
 Portraiture Photography
 By Roy BarkerBy Roy Barker
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The Basics Of Portrait Photography
 If you think that portrait photography is easy as the photographer and only have to take pictures of a posing subject, well, think again. Many photographers find doing portraiture one of the most challenging kinds of photography. Portrait photography is an intricate art of capturing people and their personalities into a portrait. Being reasonably good in the art of portraiture most often requires years of learning and practical experience.
 If you are into portrait photography and you want to create striking and stunning portraiture, experimenting can help you find your own style. Even if you have little or no fancy equipment and only minimal experience, here are some things you can try:
 Going For CandidIf you think that portraits are pictures that show the subject smiling and looking directly at the camera, you might be wrong. A new paradigm has emerged in recent years that give emphasis to capturing the subject candidly. The former is still the most widely accepted concept of portraiture but these kind of shoots do not allow the subjects to express their personalities. It is now becoming more popular to take candid photographs especially at weddings and other events because candid shots better reflect the mood of the event as well. Close your eyes and see which mental image is more captivating – a picture of a mother and child staring at a camera or a picture of a mother singing a lullaby to put her child to sleep? …Wait is that tear? (chuckle)
 Covering It UpWhen doing a portrait, you can try partially covering or obscuring your subject if you want a more interesting image. If you do this, you will draw more attention to certain features while allowing the imagination of the viewer to envisage what is missing. You can also couple this technique with use of color. You can try to see how
 Click here to advance your portraiture skills and know-how 3
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a brightly colored scarf, for example, will look on the subject and how it may impact the portrait.
 Using Light To Your AdvantageEven lightning (for those with patience) is often times a good and dramatic choice when you want your subject to look natural in the portrait. However, there are also other means to light your subject to get the look you want to create. Play with lighting and experiment with whatever there is available to you. For example, you can try partly lighting or casting shadows on your subject and constantly checking see if it works for you.
 Try Getting Out Of The StudioConsider getting out and doing the photo shoot in a place that your subject can relate to. This is a good alternative to having the photo shoot in a traditional studio setting. If the portrait you are doing is of an engaged couple, for example, you can have the shoot in the place where they both love going to like the beach or a park. If you think outside the box, you will be able to create astounding portraits.
 Capturing Your Subject’s PersonalityA photographer’s first responsibility when doing portraits is to show “who” a person is and be able to go beyond the physical aspects of the subject. If you are able to meet and have a conversation with the subject way before the scheduled photo shoot, you will have an idea about the subject’s personality and interests. A good portrait is something that tells a story about the person. Getting to know the subject beforehand can give you clues and insights on the internal aspect of the subject that should be brought out and captured by the photographer when doing the portraiture. Don’t take them out to dinner or anything lengthy, just a few minutes of chat usually does the trick. This is my favourite lesson set on portrait photography. I said set because I think Darren has some kind of special there right now. Have a look because it might have finished! Also, you will be able to pick the appropriate props and determine the right background for the photo shoot.
 Click here to advance your portraiture skills and know-how 4
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Taking Portraits? Learn These Few Tips First
 One of the most profitable areas of any photography business is portraiture. Try to imagine the number of parents out there who want to have a yearly picture of their children to have a ‘record’ of their child’s development, or just think of the couples out there who just want to immortalize their happiest moments together. Indeed, if you are into portraits, there are a lot of opportunities for you, especially in terms of making a business out of a hobby.
 However, there’s always competition. In order for you to gain more money and to stay in business as long as you want, you really have to increase your techniques that will make every portrait that you take closer to excellent and satisfy every customer. Sounds like a big call right? It really isn’t though.
 The following basic tips below should help you along the way to a flourishing business slowly but surely:
 1. Make use of natural light.
 You’ll probably agree with me when I say that what’s natural is what’s most often beautiful. To make use of natural light, you can position your subject near a window, or better yet, take them outside! By doing this, you could really capture their natural glow and convey the message your subject is naturally beautiful or attractive. Of course, this has the additional benefit of being flattering, increasing the odds that they are likely to commission you again! However, there are disadvantages when you use natural light. Your subjects could be eaten up by the background. If your subject is enhanced by nature, the elements on the background could also be enhanced, making both ‘the same level.’ You could enlarge
 Click here to advance your portraiture skills and know-how 5
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the picture so that the focus will be on your subject. This is very simple but it really makes a difference.
 2. Reduce your subjects’ nose prominence.
 Of course, this doesn’t mean that your subjects’ nose is unattractive. It’s just that the nose is something that really stands out on a face sometimes. Let’s face it, it is the nose that is the most protruding part of the face. Hence, when you don’t do something with some peoples’ noses, they will often scream for attention, directing the viewers’ focus to it instead of the whole face. So, to reduce nose ‘prominence’ a little more, it is advantageous to stand at least twelve feet from your subject. Surprisingly, by doing so, the nose seems to lose its prominence. Then, if your subject wants his or her face to cover a whole frame up, you could adjust by zooming in. The difference is significant.
 3. Take your subject’s pose seriously.
 Yes, a lot of photographers just push this one aside. However, we really think that this one is really important. You are not only taking a picture of your subject’s physical appearance. You are trying to capture them as a whole—including the personality, the mood as well! So try to make a connection with your subject. Talk to them so they can be a little more comfortable and give the session a taste of their personality. Remember, as people, when we are comfortable or at ease, we feel high and uplifted, causing our eyes to glow and our faces to lighten up a little. So, be consistent with this objective throughout. After all, portrait photography is an art that needs to reveal connections to feelings and emotions in most cases to be appreciated and admired. This link allows you to access the portrait photography category of this website.
 Click here to advance your portraiture skills and know-how 6
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Portrait Photography Lighting Tips
 Whether you’re an amateur, intermediate or professional photographer, sooner rather than later you would have realized that understanding and applying portrait photography lighting correctly really does improve the quality of your portraits to great lengths. Once you’ve successfully achieved an oustanding portrait, it’s really difficult to stop experimenting and it’s not that hard to pick up.
 Then of course we have to tread down the road of photography lighting jargon – split, backlight, narrow light, ambient, strobe, fill, main, diffused, hair light etc. Oh, please save me…
 It’s enough to make you turn to drink… well nearly.
 Why is it worth learning portrait photography lighting?In a nutshell it makes an incredible difference to the outcome of portraits. Once you’ve seen what might have been and then compared it to a portrait with carefully selected lighting techniques, the results will prevent any further apathy. You might still turn to drink but you’ll have amazing portrait results. Some of the first things
 that come to mind is the difference it makes to cheekbones, the size of someone’s nose, wrinkles can be rendered friendly (just made that up) I don’t know if you can render them friendly but you can make them nicer to look at . Scars blemishes and marks can be softened too.
 Understanding lighting for portrait photography is more important than many photographers think if only to ensure much, much better results.
 Thankfully, in a studio, the photographer is the master and all composition is in their control. That said, there are Click here to advance your portraiture skills and know-how 7
 http://883a9iwvjw4aok0cvfzo16udbr.hop.clickbank.net/?tid=ARPORTRAITREPORT

Page 8
                        

a few standard lighting procedures you should know in order to be on the road to being the master. There is much more to achieve magnificent results and I will get to that but these are a good place to start.
 Let’s talk about trio lighting (often referred to as three point lighting)
 This is a very common approach to portrait photography lighting and is highly effective I must add.
 Main light (sometimes called key lighting)
 This light is usually positioned at angles to the models face at about eye level or slightly higher at approximately 45 degrees from centre. It is most often the brightest of all lights hence the name. Like you couldn’t tell…
 Shadow softener or Fill Lighting
 This is used to soften the shadows which may be too harsh on the other side of the models face from the effects of the main light. It’s intensity is most often around 20 to 30% of the main light.
 The outcome should reflect a natural style of lighting. That said, you can always use a few other styles of lighting to add drama to the shot and manipulate more physical appearance and highlights. Some people refer to it as Rembrandt lighting. Hmmm!
 Hair light
 In trio lighting this is the third element for effect. This light is positioned behind the model in such a fashion that it highlights the hair and sometimes the shoulders. It’s your call and it can be controlled by angling. This light is rather
 Click here to advance your portraiture skills and know-how 8
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sensitive to brightness. You can easily over do it. Make sure that it simply allows a little separation from the background. If you feel it looks better when it’s extremely bright, it’s time to stop drinking.
 Lighting Equipment
 Nearly all lighting now is flash oriented in some way but there are many ways to diffuse lighting. None more popular than the umbrella bounce method and the well known soft box which is simply made from material. It contains a strobe. These are much better than using a standard strobe which is often far too harsh for many subjects. You cam also use background lights to enhance any particular background requiring emphasis. There are coloured gels you can get to dramatize and colour the background.
 Additional Lighting
 There are other accessory type lighting pieces you can get to enhance your portrait photography even further. One is Butterfly lighting which really should be another article. Another common lighting method like a kicker is used most often in addition to the fill which is meant to highlight lines and bone structure. Personally, I think this can be over-kill. However, it’s really a personal matter and it should be looked at if you are serious and want to experiment a bit. You can get some seriously good portraits by using just the trio lighting method.
 Resources
 If you are deadly keen on portrait photography, this is the most affordable portrait tutorial style eBook I know of. It answers many questions I admit I hadn’t even thought about and it’s high quality step by step information. You must get this! Especially at this price. More importantly, there are some excellent interviews with high profile portrait photographers who spill a few portrait secrets as well. There are a couple of products or should I say eBooks out there that are worth considering when it comes to picking up the finer points of portrait photography… nothing this good for this price though. Truly, this is the best I’ve seen. If one ever better turns up, I’ll change this affiliate link but I can’t see that happening in the near future. Sacrifice a few cups of coffee this week
 Click here to advance your portraiture skills and know-how 9
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and snap it up. You can get it at this current price at my affiliate link. I learned a few things from it as well (he sighs with embarrassment).
 Click here to advance your portraiture skills and know-how 10
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How to Snatch a Celebrity Photo that’s Worth Talking About
 ‘By any means, get a shot!’ should be your philosophy if you wish to make it big as a paparazzi. But if you are dealing with someone like Britney Spears who likes to give the paps a call before venturing out of her home, then it’s ‘no problemo’. But sometimes, you do have to call on your good old tactics to get that prized celeb photo.
 One sure-fire trick to get a famous photo is to provoke a star Intentionally!..a light hearted view of course!
 When someone like Quentin Tarantino asks a simple question like What’s going on here?, don’t respond. You are sure to catch a good take of a famous director letting loose of his wits. Then he’d go slapping someone around while threatening him. Now that’s
 definitely a worthy shot. Problem is YOU are the victim. But hey, it’s just part of the operating costs, isn’t it?
 Or you can stage a car accident with Catherine Zeta Jones. Now that will definitely drive her out of the car and into your clear shooting view. Maybe you should try and videotape Woody Harrelson while he’s headed out of a famous celebrity club after a night of fun and relaxation. If he asks you to stop shooting (nicely at that), don’t badger until he tries to choke you to death. Then you can go to the police and recount your near-death experience. Don’t forget to file a law suit!
 You can also put your mini-van into action and have it rammed against Lindsay Lohan’s Mercedes. Now you, and about three other paparazzis, can get a good shot of the teenage star in her distraught state.
 Or you can take a picture of Cameron Diaz and her sweetheart Justin Timberlake in their most generous state. You can simply wait for the couple to go walking with a friend and a dog. Then you can barge in with your Toyota
 Click here to advance your portraiture skills and know-how 11
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4Runner and hit the friend. Voila! You get a shot of Cameron Diaz and Justin Timberlake running to a friend’s aid.
 You can also follow Reese Witherspoon to the elevator while she takes her daughter to a pediatrician. Then scream profanities right smack in her face. Don’t forget to put your camera into a rapid-fire click mode. Now you can get pictures of that charming face getting all shocked and morbid. Maybe she won’t be too adorable anymore. Or you can have her car sideswiped after a day spent at the gym. You can even go ramming the back of her car.
 Also, you might want to catch Hugh Grant in a bad mood, maybe after he’s just broken up with girlfriend Jemima Khan. Ask him to give you a smile and be surprised as you get chased down the street and kneed in the groin. Then you can go to the police and give a full report on how the actor launched a tirade of abusive words against your children, wishing that they’d die of cancer.
 Or you might as well prepare for real action. You can take that grand queue and wait for your turn to give Britney Spears a nice shagging time. As a matter of fact, the crazed star has already allegedly had an orgy with 29 other paparazzi. Why not join the action and take the pictures first-hand? Then you can sell the female celebrity photo for thousands of dollars and boast of having penetrated the star’s privacy big time!
 Now you ask, are these tactics legal? The Right to Privacy holds the credence it deserves as accorded by the Law of the Land, but it does have its loopholes. One of these loopholes is a person’s attribute that makes him worthy to pass for the category ‘public figure’. So long as you are taking the picture from public land, maybe from the street across from the star’s home or on top of a nearby tree, you can get around the law.
 Just make sure that you are not taking Sienna Miller’s celebrity nude photo while shooting the movie ‘Hippie Hippie Shake.’ You just might get awarded with $75,000 worth in damages as payment to the actress. But then again, it’s just part of the operational costs, right? Lucky there are other ways to make money from photography :-)
 Click here to advance your portraiture skills and know-how 12
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Portraiture Photography (Classical as in Contemporary) vs. Ultra-Conservative, Stiff & Staid Portraiture
 It’s fairly easy to go through a life of photography and not have time to consider the variables of portraiture photography and ancilary photography styles. This article attempts to give you a bo-peep at classical portraiture and the more period portraiture which rarely gets a ‘look in’ these days. The article is written in an interesting way which covers the subject quickly but thoroughly for just 1300 words and I think it offers generous insight – enjoy!
 It’s easy to fall in love with the Old Dutch Masters paintings as I did way back when I was “knee-high to a grasshopper”, mostly because of the way they depicted light and shadow. I’m particularly drawn to the chiaroscuro style, or what might be referred to today as ‘Low-key’ portraits.
 Naturally, I have no way of judging the accuracy of the Master’s portraits, as far as the actual countenance or expressions of the subjects, but looking at them, you get the feeling they are more than accurate. More than simply recording a likeness, these guys painted in some real personality! And, of course, it is partly because of their uncanny ability to disclose the genuine personalities of the subjects of their portraits, that their works are revered even today.
 Many other reasons for the extreme success of the Dutch Masters works include their beautiful interpretation of the way light and shadow interplay to reveal forms, animals, places and people common to our experience. And their techniques in applying colors and texture to their canvases.
 Click here to advance your portraiture skills and know-how 13
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As a modern, contemporary portrait artist, working in Light and Shadow, (photography), my goals are to;
 1. show my subjects in the best light,2. portray them honestly, so the viewer gets a sense of their personality, and3. make them look better in the finished portrait than in real life!
 I’m sure that at least for the commissioned portraits, the goals of the Old Masters were identical to mine!
 When I studied photography and portrait lighting, I learned about Classical, or “Rembrandt” lighting, (along with a bunch of other stuff!). So, as my personal tastes run that way, I’ve always considered myself a “Classical” Portrait Artist.
 The other day, I had a client call asking about my studio portrait sessions, and said they wanted something different from what they had done back in their home country. What they had was “very classical, and formal”, they told me. I didn’t know quite what to make of that, but I was sure I could do something different from what they had, if I knew what they had..exactly. They came to the studio and we talked further.
 While waiting for them to arrive, I was thinking about my concept of “Classical Portraiture”. I really see photography as painting with light and shadow. I favor the medium to high ratios from highlight to shadow in my portraits, and the classical style of lighting. I think it’s very flattering. I always recommend to my clients that they wear solid colors, or very low-contrast prints. And keep all the colors in the same tone range.
 Again, I think of myself as a Classical Portrait Artist, and so I was wondering what could this client, or anyone for that matter, object to in portraits that are beautifully lit in a flattering way, and are constructed to make them look better than in real life?
 Turns out the client didn’t have any examples with them to show me, so I have no idea how they were like but I can tell you this: It’s about the POSING ! Apparently they had been to a studio back home where they were sat
 Click here to advance your portraiture skills and know-how 14
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down together, facing straight ahead, hands on thighs, and I assume in formal dress, and photographed that way.I can tell you from the short experience I had meeting these people so far, (their session is scheduled for next week), what that was, was not a portrait! And I can see why they want something different.
 It’s true that a high number of Old Masters Portraits feature their subjects in static, rather stiff poses, but even so, that certainly isn’t the case with most of their expressions! The reasons for the stiff poses include the fact that many of the subjects were noblemen of various ranks, and the poses suited their, (at least imagined), dignity.
 Of course, when the “Classical” portraits were being painted, they were ‘contemporary’ for their time. So, I am putting forth the definition of “Classical Portraiture” as portraiture that adheres to the Classical goals: Beautiful Lighting, Flattering Views, Personality, and a finished presentation more beautiful than the real thing!
 Contemporary Classical Portraiture then, adheres to the classical ideals, and in doing so, takes advantage of the wider range of socially accepted expressions, and connections within couples and families, even co-workers relationships, when developing poses.
 I say developing poses, because, most often, I find that when I give just a little direction to people, they will find the most natural-for-them pose. And what that does is to allow the individual to express their own body language, which is a revealing aspect of personality. And in any case, when the subject is comfortable, they are more naturally ‘themselves’.
 When I was first trying to make a living as a full-time portrait photographer, I was doing a lot of promotions where I would give a short portrait session, and a free print for a small registration fee. These sessions were 15 minutes, and I would literally grab people by the arms and move them into a position! I would
 Click here to advance your portraiture skills and know-how 15
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push on their shoulder to get the right angle, make them cross their legs even if they never did that. I had to in order to get it done. But I was forcing poses that weren’t necessarily even close to natural for the individuals.
 I was lighting them beautifully! Often people would say how much better they came out than they ever expected! And I’m guessing now, that had a lot to do with the way they were posed! They didn’t expect them to come out very well because they were posed in a way unnatural for them. Good pose maybe, but just not natural for them. Now days I still hear many wonderful expressions of how beautiful my clients’ portraits turn out, and how much they love them, but I haven’t heard the part about not expecting them to!
 The biggest difference is that when people have a great experience during the creation process, they fell good about it, and expect good results! What I do hear quite a bit is, (usually the husband say at the end of the portrait session), “That was a lot more enjoyable than I expected it to be!” And I love hearing that! Often I’m told, “You made that fun! We really had a good time!” Guess how the portraits turned out.
 Out of an average of 90 exposures per portrait session, most clients “must have” 30. Generally that is 30 different poses, groupings and variations. You can bet that’s a lot better than what I used to get with the 15 minute promos! True I take one to two hours on portrait creation these days, but it’s well worth it! Both the client and I have a much more enjoyable time with the process, and that has more value than I can tell you! We get far better results, the client is happy, and that makes for better sales! And of course that leads to referrals.
 Is there a place for the Ultra-conservative, stiff, staid and boring, “Formal” “Classical” portraiture? Well, I guess there must be! What comes to my mind is those life-size painted scenes with Ma & Pa Kettle with cutouts for people to put their faces in and have a picture taken. But obviously my client I mentioned earlier had been to a studio producing just that kind of photography, and they probably aren’t the only ones! But in my opinion, photographs of that nature are for novelty purposes only. They certainly don’t fit my definition of a Portrait!
 Stan P. Cox II provided these last two pages (I like his stuff!) and runs a Portrait and Commercial photography studio in Honolulu, Hawaii, and has been a professional photographer for 31 years. His website is: www.ParamountPhotography.com
 Click here to advance your portraiture skills and know-how 16
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That marks the end of this report. If you read this far you probably have a serious intention for portraiture. In that case, here is some advanced info I think you should consider downloading or at least run your eye over to advance your portraiture skills and know-how.
 …hope you can use at least some of this information in this report,
 Roy Barker
 Click here to advance your portraiture skills and know-how 17
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