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            Alphabet Museum https://www.parents.com/fun/games/educational/alphabetmuseum/ Materials: small boxes (such as cereal or cracker), colorful card stock, glue, scissors, binder clips, household/classroom items Grades: PK1st Prep Time: Moderate Instructions: Cut a front or side panel from each box. Print letters on card stock and trim to fit inside boxes; secure with glue. Arrange as desired and fasten together with binder clips. Play the game in one of three ways: ABC Hunt – Ask children to look for classroom objects that begin with each letter of the alphabet. It’s good to play this game first, as it outfits the museum. Fetch Me a D – Remove an assortment of objects from the museum and hide them around the room. Call out “Fetch me…” and name a letter. Players have to find and retrieve the item that starts with that letter. Repeat for the other letters’ missing objects. Museumagrams – If children are ready to try spelling, line up a series of objects. Ask children to write the first letter of each object, then see if they can sound out the rest of the word. Resource: https://www.parents.com/fun/games/educational/alphabetmuseum/ 
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Alphabet Museum    
  https://www.parents.com/fun/games/educational/alphabet-‐museum/   
  Materials:      small   boxes   (such   as   cereal   or   cracker),   colorful   card   stock,   glue,   scissors,   binder   clips,   household/classroom   items      
 Grades:      PK-‐1st      
 Prep   Time:   Moderate      
 Instructions:   Cut   a   front   or   side   panel   from   each   box.   Print   letters   on   card   stock   and   trim   to   fit   inside   boxes;   secure   with   glue.   Arrange   as   desired   and   fasten   together   with   binder   clips.      Play   the   game   in   one   of   three   ways:      ABC   Hunt   –   Ask   children   to   look   for   classroom   objects   that   begin   with   each   letter   of   the   alphabet.   It’s   good   to   play   this   game   first,   as   it   outfits   the   museum.         Fetch   Me   a   D   –   Remove   an   assortment   of   objects   from   the   museum   and   hide   them   around   the   room.   Call   out   “Fetch   me…”   and   name   a   letter.   Players   have   to   find   and   retrieve   the   item   that   starts   with   that   letter.   Repeat   for   the   other   letters’   missing   objects.      Museum-‐a-‐grams   –   If   children   are   ready   to   try   spelling,   line   up   a   series   of   objects.   Ask   children   to   write   the   first   letter   of   each   object,   then   see   if   they   can   sound   out   the   rest   of   the   word.         
 Resource:   https://www.parents.com/fun/games/educational/alphabet-‐museum/   
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Alphabetical Autobiography    
  http://spreadsheetpro.net/how-‐to-‐get-‐letter-‐in-‐alphabet-‐based-‐on-‐number-‐in-‐excel-‐and-‐google-‐spreadsheet/   
  Materials:   writing/drawing   paper;   art   supplies   (as   needed)      Grades:      K-‐8      Prep   Time:   Low   -‐   High      Instructions:   Ask   students   to   write   the   26   letters   of   the   alphabet   down   the   left-‐hand   side   of   a   sheet   of   writing   paper.   Then   have   them   think   of   a   word   or   phrase   that   expresses   something   important   in   their   lives   –   an   event,   a   person,   a   skill,   a   favorite   something,   a   word   that   describes   them.   Younger   students   might   select   or   be   assigned   2   or   3   letters   to   plan,   write   and   illustrate.   Combine   all   students’   efforts   to   create   an   A-‐to-‐Z   bulletin   board   display.   Upper   elementary   and   older   students   might   plan   to   create   A-‐to-‐Z   books   in   which   each   letter   stands   for   a   word   or   phrase   about   them.   They   might   write   a   sentence   or   a   paragraph   to   explain   the   importance   of   each   word/phrase   that   was   chosen.   They   might   include   photos,   artifacts,   or   drawings   to   bring   the   pages   of   their   books   to   life.   If   students   create   personal   ABC   books,   you   might   have   each   student   design   an   original   cover   page   and   come   up   with   a   title.    Resources:   www.educationworld.com/a_tsl/archives/05-‐1/lessons017.shtml   
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Blackout Poetry    
  https://www.cincinnatireview.com/wp-‐content/uploads/2017/04/Colette-‐Waves-‐of-‐Hope.jpg   
  Materials:      discarded   library/classroom   books   or   newspaper/magazine   articles,   sharpie   pens   or   drawing   supplies      Grades:      3-‐8      Prep   Time:   Low      Instructions:   Give   or   have   students   choose   their   own   book   or   article.   Instruct   them   to   scan   their   text   looking   for   anchor   words,   words   that   stand   out   to   them   and   help   them   imagine   themes   for   their   poems.      Next,   students   read   the   text   in   its   entirety   using   a   pencil   to   lightly   circle   any   words   that   resonate   and   might   connect   to   the   anchor   word.      Try   to   avoid   circling   more   than   three   words   in   a   row.   List   all   circled   words,   in   order,   on   a   separate   sheet   of   paper   then   piece   words   together   (in   the   order   they   appear   in   the   original   text)   to   create   the   lines   of   a   poem.   Eliminate   parts   of   words,   especially   endings,   if   it   helps   to   keep   the   meaning   of   the   poem   clear.   When   finished,   return   to   the   original   text   and   circle   only   the   words   selected   for   the   final   poem.   Erase   circles   around   any   words   not   used.   Blackout   all   text   not   selected,   or   add   an   illustration   or   design. Resources:   https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/blog-‐posts/john-‐depasquale/blackout-‐poetry/   

Page 4
                        

Change the Story    
  https://instantedgemarketing.com/blog/8-‐ways-‐to-‐create-‐brilliant-‐headlines-‐and-‐sub-‐headlines/   
  
 Materials:      newspaper/magazine   articles,   writing   paper,   pens/pencils      Grades:   5-‐8         Prep   Time:   Low      Instructions:   Ask   students   to   find   an   interesting   news   story   and   bring   it   to   class.   Human   interest   and   soft   new   stories   will   work   best.   Instruct   each   student   to   write   his   or   her   headline   on   a   blank   sheet   of   writing   paper   and   exchange   papers   with   a   classmate.   Give   students   15-‐20   minutes   to   write   a   short   news   story   based   on   the   headline   they   received.   Encourage   them   to   make   up   fake   people   and   fake   quotations   to   make   their   stories   sound   as   real   and   journalistic   as   possible.   When   time   is   up,   students   return   their   “made   up”   stories   to   the   students   who   brought   in   the   real   stories.   Each   student   should   now   be   in   possession   of   the   real   news   story   they   brought   in   and   the   story   their   classmate   just   wrote.   Give   students   a   few   minutes   to   review   and   then   ask   for   volunteers   to   read   either   the   real   story   or   the   invented   version   to   the   rest   of   the   class,   who   will   decide   whether   the   story   they   are   hearing   is   real   or   manufactured.      Resources:   https://study.com/academy/lesson/creative-‐writing-‐games-‐for-‐high-‐school.html   

Page 5
                        

 
 Consequences    
  http://www.farabii.com/index.php/farabi-‐consequences/   
  Materials:   blank   paper,   pens/pencils      Grades:      2-‐6      Prep   Time:   Low      Instructions:   Divide   students   into   groups   of   three   or   more.   Give   each   student   a   sheet   of   blank   paper   and   something   to   write   with.   Ask   students   to   write   the   name   of   a   male   at   the   tops   of   their   papers.   This   could   be   a   historical   figure,   a   cartoon   or   nursery   rhyme   character,   a   pet,   a   famous   actor   or   even   someone   in   the   room.   Instruct   each   student   to   fold   down   the   top   of   their   paper   to   conceal   what   they’ve   written   and   pass   it   to   the   player   on   their   left.   Now   each   student   should   write   the   name   of   a   female   on   the   paper   that’s   just   been   passed   to   them   then   fold   and   pass   the   paper   again.   Continue   writing   and   passing   until   each   paper   contains   a   male   character,   a   female   character,   where   they   met,   what   he   said,   what   she   said,   and   what   happened   in   the   end   (the   consequence).   Take   turns   reading   aloud   when   finished.   For   variation   add   one   or   more   adjectives   to   each   of   the   male   and   female   characters,   or   adverbs   to   “he   said”   and   “she   said.”      Resources:   http://www.navigatingbyjoy.com/2013/10/01/5-‐writing-‐games-‐your-‐kids-‐will-‐love/   
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Read in 100 Places    
  https://www.brainscape.com/blog/2011/10/reading-‐out-‐loud-‐remember/
  Materials:      checklist   of   people   and   places   to   read;   books   from   home,   school   or   library;   prizes   (optional)      Grades:      PK   –   4      Prep   Time:   Medium      Instructions:   Make   an   old   challenge   less   daunting.   Rather   than   asking   students   to   read   a   certain   number   of   books,   ask   them   to   read   in   as   many   different   PLACES   and   to   as   many   different   PEOPLE   as   possible.   Use   a   pre-‐determined   checklist   or   make   it   a   classroom   activity   to   construct   a   lineup   of   possibilities.   But   don’t   hold   students   to   the   list   –   bonus   points   for   creativity!      Award   points   or   prizes   for   most   boxes   checked,   most   unique   location,   oldest/youngest/hairiest   listeners,   etc.      
 Resources: https://www.themeasuredmom.com/summer-‐reading-‐challenge-‐can-‐you-‐read-‐100-‐books-‐with-‐printable-‐checklist/   
 https://www.themeasuredmom.com/wp-‐content/uploads/2015/05/SummRdCh.pdf   (checklist)
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Story Titles by Chance    
  https://wallscover.com/images/dice-‐wallpaper-‐4.jpg   
  Materials:      dice,   numbered   story   starters,   writing   supplies/computer      Grades:      2-‐8      Prep   Time:   Low      Instructions:   First   create   a   set   of   numbered   story   possibilities   as   in   the   link   below.         To   play   the   game   students   throw   a   set   of   two   dice   twice   to   determine   their   story   assignments.   For   example:   the   first   roll   of   the   dice   adds   up   to   4,   which   corresponds   to   “an   old   shoe,”   and   the   second   roll   adds   up   to   7,   which   corresponds   to   “problem.”   The   story   title   becomes,   “An   Old   Shoe’s   Problem”   and   the   student   writes   a   short   story   detailing   the   shoe’s   problem   and   the   resolution.    Resources:   https://www.learningsuccess.com/ten_sample_writing_games.htm
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The Creature in Me    
  https://hdqwalls.com/download/2560x1440/horse-‐dragon   
  Materials:      writing/drawing   paper,   writing   drawing   instruments,   old   magazines   or   books      Grades:      1-‐5      Prep   Time:   Low      Instructions:   First   ask   students   to   write   their   full   names   (the   more   the   better!)   on   their   papers.   Then   instruct   them   to   use   the   letters   of   their   names   to   spell   the   names   of   as   many   common   animals   as   possible.         Take   the   game   a   step   further   and   invite   students   to   dream   up   names   for   entirely   new,   previously   unknown   creatures   –   still   using   the   letters   of   their   own   names.   What   do   these   critters   look   like?   Where   do   they   live?   What   do   they   eat?   How   do   they   play,   sleep,   communicate?   Students   can   imagine   they   are   describing   their   discoveries   for   a   zoological   journal   or   a   prestigious   science   publication.   Or   the   National   Enquirer.      Ask   students   to   sketch   their   discoveries   or   create   composites   using   pictures   from   old   magazines   and   books.   Turn   these   into   a   classroom   bulletin   board   or   book.      Resources:   http://www.timwynne-‐jones.com/pages/writinggames.html   
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Word Family Fishing    
  https://www.icanteachmychild.com/word-‐family-‐fishing/   
  Materials:      ping   pong   balls,   bug   catching   nets,   painter’s   tape,   permanent   marker,   plastic   tub,   optional   water   and   towels      Grades:      K-‐1      Prep   Time:   Medium      Instructions:   Wrap   painter’s   tape   around   the   handle   of   each   net.   Write   the   endings   of   word   families   on   the   tape   (for   example:   _op,   _at,   _ack,   and   _an).   Write   words   for   each   word   family   on   the   ping   pong   balls.   Writing   on   two   sides   makes   the   words   easier   to   find   and   read.         Fill   the   plastic   tub   with   water   and   add   ping   pong   balls.   Children   use   the   nets   to   go   “fishing”   only   for   words   that   have   the   same   ending   sound   as   the   nets   they   are   holding.      Resources:   http://www.icanteachmychild.com/word-‐family-‐fishing/   
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